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Treating Periodontist: Philip Fava II DMD, MDSc 

32 yo female presents with a chief complaint about the discoloration of her gums. As an 
extremely outgoing personality who is building her real estate business, she desired the ability 

to feel more comfortable with her smile. 



Before: Note the gingival symmetry, esthetic tooth form, and high smile line. Physiologic 

pigmentation is present and represents a random pattern, that the patient feels is unattractive. 
The importance in a case with a high smile line like this is to not disrupt the aesthetics 
present (other than the pigmentation). 

Immediate post op: Note the epithelium as well as the pigmented cells in the basal
lamina (the melanocytes) are removed. Underlying exposed connective tissue does not bleed 
and the patient is comfortable and maintains normal hygiene on the lingual and occlusal 
surfaces but uses Periosciences or Closys as a hygiene substitute while healing 










